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Simplifying a complex benefit world for 
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ACA Affordability Safe Harbor
W2 for 2026
September 2026

The W-2 Safe Harbor is calculated on 9.96% of the employee’s total Box 1 income for 2026. The Safe 
Harbor cannot be calculated based on 2025 W-2 data. Box 1 is taxable income, which is gross income 
reduced by pre-tax deductions (including total healthcare EE contributions.)



Simplifying a complex benefit world for 
employers and employees alike.

ACA Affordability Safe Harbor
Rate of Pay for 2026
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September 2026

The Rate of Pay Safe Harbor is calculated on 9.96% of the employee’s lowest rate of pay in the month 
multiplied by 130 hours per month. 
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ACA Affordability Safe Harbor
Federal Poverty Line for 2026
September 2026

The Federal Poverty Line Safe Harbor is calculated on the single individual FPL – issued yearly last 
January. 
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